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KARE APRIL NEWSLETTER 
WEBSITE https://KleinKaremembers.wixsite.com/Kare 

SAVE THE DATES!

Spite and Malice Play Day
April 14, 11 a.m.
Luby’s at 249 & Spring Cypress

KARE MEETING APRIL 16, 2025
Klein Multipurpose Center, 7500 FM 2920
Social Time at 9:30. Meeting at 10.
Speaker: Ruth Ann Toups a Certified Elder Law Attorney
Spouses are encouraged to attend.

KARE SPRING/EARLY SUMMER TRIPS

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9  8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
A DAY AT THE HOUSTON ZOO  FEE: $25.50 this includes the entry fee plus a donation to support the zoo. We will start our day with breakfast (on your own) at SNOOZE, AN A.M. EATERY and then mosey on to the Zoo, where you will be free to enjoy the animals and exhibits at your leisure. 
Lunch and snacks are available on the patio.



WEDNESDAY, MAY 14    8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
TRAVEL THE BLUE WATER HIGHWAY
Join us for a day on the Galveston coast at Surfside and travel along Blue Water Hwy to Galveston. We will visit the Kelly Hambly Nature Trail, a natural habitat for local and migrant birds which will include a .4-mile roundtrip trail and beach access. Our next stop will be at East End Lagoon Nature Preserve with a 1/2-mile trail where birds, butterflies and native plants are in abundance. You will enjoy lunch at the restaurant of your choice, on your own, on Galveston Strand.
RECOMMENDED ITEMS TO BRING: CAMERAS -WATER - SUNSCREEN - BUG REPELLENT - COMFY SHOES and SNACKS 
Departure time: 8:00 AM, 30-minute break at Buc-ee's

THURSDAY, JUNE 5TH   9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
CONROE RESALE SHOP HOP and Lunch at PACIFIC YARD HOUSE 
We will shop at: Angelic Resale Shop and Barbara’s Resale Shop before lunch and Assistance League Thrift Shop and It’s All Good Thrift Store after lunch. These resale shops benefit drug programs, pregnancy programs and low income and single parent families.

SIGN UP NOW: message, email or call Kathy Bell at 281-455-9907
kbell1718@sbcglobal.net. I need your name and email address

 Information for all trips: 
You do not need to be a KARE member to travel with us. Feel free to invite any friends who are age 50+. Send name and email address to kbell1718@sbcglobal.net in order to get on the trip list.
If you need a lift (cannot climb the bus steps) please let me know so that I can request a bus with a lift.
Arrive at the Barbara Bush Library parking lot at least 15 minutes before departure time in order to complete the sign-in list before the bus leaves.
Bring a sweater or light wrap as sometimes the bus A.C. is on high.
Trips are limited to 26 people.  I will keep a waiting list if trips are filled.




Klein Association of Retired Employees
Scheduled Events and Tentative Events for 2024–2025
For KARE, TRTA and District IV, Trips and Other KARE*
KleinKaremembers@gmail.com
July 18:	Board Meeting at Jason’s Deli 249 & Spring Cypress
July 26:	Back to School Luncheon at Spring Creek BBQ
August 19:	Committee Job Fair at Klein Multipurpose Center
September 17:		Book Club Mtg at Jason’s Deli Grand Pkwy Marketplace
September 18:		KARE Meeting at Klein Multipurpose Center Speaker: Dr. McGown
September 20:		Brunch Original Ninfa’s & Tour of the Texas Art Asylum
October 4:	Fall District 4 Conference 
October 16: 	KARE Meeting at Klein Multipurpose Center Speaker: AMBA 
October 24:		Camp Hearne Tour/Lunch/Hearne Railroad Museum
October 30:	Board Meeting at Broken Yolk
November 5:	Scholarships
November 18:		Monday KARE Meeting Speaker: Lori Martinez
November 19:		Book Club Mtg YOU NEVER KNOW by Tom Selleck 
November 21:		Tour Glenwood Cemetery and Toy Museum
December 18:	Christmas Luncheon Noon at Campioni’s
January 14:	Book Club Mtg at Jason’s Deli Grand Pkwy Marketplace
	THE GREY WOLF by Louise Penny 
January 22:	KARE Meeting CANCELED DUE TO WEATHER
January 29:		Radiant Nature at Houston Botanic Gardens
February 4:	Java Pura Coffee Roasters, Sweets by Belen; lunch at Cleburne Cafeteria
February 17:	Monday KARE Meeting at Klein Multipurpose Center
	Speaker: Carl Smith from Family History Research Center/Clayton
March 18:	Book Club Mtg at Jason’s Deli Grand Pkwy Marketplace
	 THE ALICE NETWORK by Kate Quinn
March 26:	Day at the Capitol Bus pickup at Springwoods St. Lukes.
March 31:	Monday KARE Meeting at Klein Multipurpose Center 
Speaker: Rion Braddock; Texas History: Tales You Won’t Find in a Textbook
April 3:		D4 Spring Conference 
April 9:		Houston Zoo
April 16:	KARE Meeting at Klein Multipurpose Center
	Speaker: Ruth Ann Toups, Elder Lawyer
May 17:		Bluewater Highway/Nature Preserve; Lunch on the Strand
May 20:	Book Club Mtg at Jason’s Deli Grand Pkwy Marketplace
	THE HEAVEN AND EARTH GROCERY STORE by James McBride
May 21:	KARE Meeting at Klein Multipurpose Center
	Speaker: Steve Baird, Director of Klein Historical Foundation and Museum Curator at Wunderlich Farm.
June 5:		Conroe Resale Shop Hop
July 15:	Book Club Mtg at Jason’s Deli Grand Pkwy Marketplace
	THE WOMEN by Kristen Hannah
This is a cumulative event record [Includes events that have already transpired.] Please report any corrections or additions. 

Spring Activities You May Be Interested In:

April 8&9 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. (general admission) April 10 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. (half-price sale) 
Just Between Friends Northwest Houston Consignment at Klein Multipurpose Center, 7500 FM 2920
Free general admission. Other charges may apply for special admission.
www.nwhouston.jbfsale.com/gettickets

April 10-12, times vary
Spring’s Tri-Club’s 74th annual Livestock Show and Fair at 24037 Hardy Road
Free admission
www.springtri-club.org

April 12 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Hearts of Rescue Spring Festival at Bammel Church of Christ 2700 FM 1960
Free admission
www.heartsofrescue.org

The newly formed Social Committee is seeking coordinators and other ideas for social get-togethers. If you would like to host a get-together, let us know.

Sunshine: The health and welfare of KARE members is important. Text or email Dora Williams or Sharon Glasgow with notifications of members who are ill, recovering from surgery or have a death in their immediate family. 

Membership 2025-2026 
Enrollment began March 1
Prepaid current members.
Shiela Cunningham 	Susan Rowald.

The 2025-2026 Membership form is included at the end of this newsletter. Mail to Lori Martinez or bring your checkbook to the April meeting and turn in your form and check to Lori Martinez, Dora Williams, Penny Laughlin or Dale Robinson. 
K.A.R.E.
Klein Association of Retired Employees
Minutes for the March 31, 2025, Meeting

Call to Order: Penny Laughlin, substituting for President Linda Carroll, called the meeting to order at 10:02 am

Speaker: David Brand introduced the guest speaker, Rion Braddock. Braddock gave a very interesting and informative presentation on early Texas history. His presentation was titled “Texas History: Tales You Won’t Find in a Textbook.” 
 
Announcements: Birthdays were announced. Minutes were reviewed and accepted. 

1st Vice President: Dora Williams Discussed dues for the upcoming year. Checks for membership were accepted and Dora explained that dues would also be collected at the April meeting.

2nd Vice President: David Brand announced the speaker for the April meeting. She is Ruth Ann Toups, a certified Elder Law Attorney that deals with wills and estate planning.

Minutes: The minutes from the February 17, 2025 meeting were read and approved.

New Business: Changes to the Standing Rules and By-laws were reviewed and approved by a vote of the members. The change means that the 2nd Vice President is now in charge of Programs and Speakers only. The book project is no longer under the direction of the 2nd VP. [Note from Linda Carroll – This is the only change mentioned in the minutes, and it is not correct, so see the Standing Rules below as they were meant to be changed and be prepared to discuss and vote again. You may want to look at last month’s newsletter to see the changes marked in yellow highlights and red text.]

Trips: Kathy Bell reported on the upcoming trips available to the members. Signup sheets for the various trips were available.

Legislative: The Day at the Capitol was reviewed. Members who were in attendance for the event recounted their experiences and impressions of the event.

Hospitality: Bob Hrncir encouraged members to sign up to bring food to the next meeting. A signup sheet was passed around for those wanting to bring food.

Safety: Dagmar Kidd remined us to be aware of all the different scams that target older people. She also remined everyone to check their credit report and to keep it current.

The April 3rd District 4 Spring Conference was discussed. Members who wanted to attend were told they had to register for it. 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 am.

Members: Please review these minutes and note anything that was not recorded. If only one change to the standing rules was discussed and voted on, the other changes need to be presented and voted on. If they were presented and voted on, we need a record of that. 
The change to the standing rules noted in the minutes is not correct. KARE previously had that the second vice president was the chair of the programs committee. That is not in alignment with what TRTA thinks the second vice president does. The change was supposed to be to make the second vice president the head of the Children’s Book Project per TRTA, which will change our lineup of officers. 
Please see notes and information about the Standing Rules which will be reviewed at the April meeting. See the highlighted changes version in the March newsletter. 


STANDING RULES
Klein Association of Retired Employees
Article I: Organization
The name of this organization shall be the Klein Association of Retired Employees, hereafter referred to as KARE. KARE is to serve as a local unit of the Texas Retired Teachers Association, hereafter referred to as TRTA. KARE is a 501(c)(4) membership organization through its affiliation with TRTA.
Article II: Purpose:
A. To unite retired school personnel in a genuine social fellowship.
B. To support desirable educational legislation in the interests of retired school personnel.
C. To stimulate the personal growth of members and to encourage participation in appropriate programs of action.
D. To keep members informed of current economic, social, political, and educational issues.
Article III: Membership
A. Active: Any retired school personnel who qualifies for benefits from a teacher retirement system, may become an active member of KARE upon payment of local and TRTA dues.
B. Associate: Any person interested in education and desires to promote the purposes of KARE and TRTA may become an associate member upon payment of KARE and TRTA dues. Associate members shall have all rights of membership. 
Article IV: Dues
A. The total dues shall be $45.00. Ten dollars for KARE. TRTA dues of $35.00 will be forwarded
       by the Treasurer to TRTA.
B. The fiscal year shall be July 1 through June 30.
Article V: Officers
A. OFFICERS: The elected officers of KARE shall be: President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. These, plus the Immediate Past President, shall constitute the Executive Board. The President shall appoint a Historian and a Parliamentarian. 
B. ELECTION: At the January meeting, a Nominating Committee of two shall be elected by the membership. The Immediate Past President shall be the chairperson. It shall be the duty of this committee to nominate candidates for the offices to be filled at the April meeting. A report of this committee shall be presented to the membership at the March meeting. Per Robert’s Rules of Order, if there is only one nominee, they are considered the elected officer when their nomination is accepted at the March meeting. Voting for any contested office will be during the month of April. Voting shall be by voice vote unless there are nominations from the floor. Then voting shall be by paper ballot. A majority of those present and voting shall be necessary for election.
C. TERM OF OFFICE: All officers shall take office on July 1st in the year they are elected and shall serve a two-year term or until successors are elected and installed. Except for the Treasurer, who may be elected for multiple terms, all officers shall be eligible for re-election for one consecutive term only.
D. VACANCIES: Vacancies in any office shall be filled for the unexpired term by the President with the approval of the Executive Board.
E.   Officers of KARE must be active members of KARE.
Article VI: Meetings
A. A minimum of five (5) regular meetings will be held each year at a designated time and place
B. Ten per cent (10%) of the membership shall constitute a quorum.
Article VII: Amendments
A. These Standing Rules shall be amended at a regular or called meeting by a two-thirds affirmative vote of the members present, and voting provided that the proposed amendment(s) have been submitted to the members one (1) month in advance.
B. These Standing Rules shall be amended automatically to comply with TRTA and District IV Bylaws/Standing Rules, if applicable.
Article IX: Parliamentary Authority
	The rules contained in ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER, NEWLY RIVISED, shall govern the association when applicable.
Article X: Duties
A. President: Preside at all meetings of KARE. Appoint all committee chairs and serve as ex-officio member of all committees except the nominating committee. Shall be a delegate to the TRTA Convention and appoint the other delegates. May be a co-signer of disbursement checks.  Maintain an archival file of all presidential records and reports.
B. First Vice-President: Assist the President and preside at meetings in the absence of the President and act for him/her in his/her absence or inability to serve or at the request of the President. Chairs of the Membership/Volunteer Services/Community Involvement Committee are under this office. Maintain membership records. 
C. Second Vice-President: Preside at meetings in the absence of the President and the First Vice-President or at the request of the President or the First Vice-President. Serve as the Chair of the Children’s Book Project. 
D. Secretary: Keep accurate minutes of each regular and Executive Board meetings of KARE. Maintain an archival file of all minutes.
E. Treasurer: Have custody of all funds of KARE. Pay all bills authorized by KARE. Keep accurate accounts of all receipts and disbursements (all disbursement checks shall be signed by two (2) designated members) and present a financial report at each regular meeting. Forward appropriate dues to TRTA. Serve as Chairperson of Budget Committee. May be a co-signer of disbursement checks.
F. Historian: Keep a permanent record of the activities of KARE. Maintain an Archival file of all memory books
H.   Parliamentarian: Serve as Chair of the Standing Rules Committee. Assure that all actions of  KARE are in accordance with the Standing Rules and with Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised.
I. Immediate Past President: Serve as Chair of the Nomination Committee. May be a co-signer of disbursement checks.
Article XI: Committees
There shall be two (2) types of committees.
A. Standing committees shall be: Children’s Book Project, Community Involvement, Health, Legislative, Membership, Parliamentarian, Programs, Public Relations, Retirement Education, Safety, Technology, Trips and Volunteer Services. 
B. Special Committees and Sub-Committees shall be those the President may establish and appoint as necessary for a limited period of time. [Social committees for individual events (i.e. Christmas Luncheon); Scholarship, etc.].
Adopted: 2004; Last amended: May 2017; Revised: September 2007
Updated: April 2018; Amended September 2024
Suggested updates by the board February 12, 2025.
Standing Rules Intended Amended March 31, 2025 will need to be reviewed. 



April 2025 Agenda Draft

9:30 Social Time

10 Call to Order
Greetings 
	Linda Carroll
	David Brand
Speaker: Ruth Ann Toups, Certified Elder Law Attorney
Break

Birthdays and Special Events
Any questions about the minutes?
Any questions about the financial reports?  Treasurer update.

Membership: Dora Williams and Penny Laughlin	 
Programs: David Brand
Trips: Kathy Bell
Hospitality: Bob Hrncir – Need people to sign up to bring food for the May meeting. 
Safety: Dagmar Kidd

Unfinished Business: 
District 4 Spring Conference
Standing Rules

Suggestions for lunch: 
Adjourn

If you are on the agenda and do not wish to be, let us know.
If you are not on the agenda and wish to be, let us know.




What is the Klein Association of Retired Employees (KARE)?

In 2003 KARE was formed as a local unit of District 4 of the Texas Retired Teachers Association (TRTA).  TRTA’s goal is to promote and provide the professional, economic, intellectual and social well-being of anyone who is a retired employee of a Texas school district.

KARE and TRTA focus on very crucial issues that impact current and future retirees.  This includes supporting TRTA in their legislative efforts for the improvement of the lives of all TRS employees.  TRTA worked for many years and was instrumental in obtaining TRS retirees a cost-of-living allowance and one-time checks.  They are also constantly monitoring our retiree’s health insurance.  They are always focused on how the legislature affects retirees.  They are currently focused on The Windfall Elimination Act (WEP) and Government Penson Offset (GPO) that so gravely reduces retiree’s Social Security entitlements.

KARE meetings are held once a month August – May.   Our meetings begin with coffee, snacks and social time.  We have interesting and informative speakers and then learn about what is going on in our community, region and state.  Many of us go out for lunch at an area restaurant afterwards.  KARE’s book club meets every other month.  Precinct 3 buses provide us transportation for many amazing day trips. We are forming social groups so that members with like interests can get together and share the fun.

Please join us at our Monday, November 18 meeting at the Klein Multipurpose Center at 9:30 am to see old friends and make new ones.   Check out our website at  https://KleinKaremembers.wixsite.com/Kare    


KLEIN ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED EMPLOYEES 2025-2026
Local Chapter of the TEXAS RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

Name: __________________________________________	______________________________

Street Address: ______________________________________________ Apt#: _____________

City: _______________________ Zip: _________________ Birthdate [mo/day] ____________

Primary Phone: ________________________ Secondary Phone: _________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________________________

I receive an annuity from a teacher retirement system. [  ] Yes [  ] No
If not paid by KARE, my TRTA dues are paid by: _____________________________________

I worked in [school(s)/district(s)] __________________________________________________
Retired employees from districts other than Klein are welcome to join KARE.

Department(s) worked in _________________________________________________________

Who recommended KARE to you? _________________________________________________

Return the form and a check payable to KARE to:
Lori Martines, 21423 Tophill Drive, Spring, TX 77388
KARE will take care of submitting your dues to TRTA, if you are not already in a program that pays them for you. 
Dues for both: $45 (KARE $10; TRTA $35) 
I would be interested in serving on the following committee(s): kleinkaremembers@gmail.com
____ Membership					 ____ KARE Trips 
	Dora Williams and Penny Laughlin			Kathy Bell
____ Volunteer Services				 ____ Social Committees
	Mary Young						Dora Williams/Need coordinators
____ Community Involvement			____ Hospitality
	Martha Mallory 					Bob Hrncir
____ Member Benefits				____ Book Club
	Needs chair	 					Suzanne Bradley
____ Programs					____ Sunshine
David Brand						Sharon Glasgow
____ Children’s Book Project				____ TRTA Foundation 
	Carol Rios and Dale Robinson 			Coordinator needed
____ Communications and Technology		____ Retirement Education
	Jane McKetta 	and Marilyn Kitchens			Coordinator needed
____ Historian						____ Health 
	David Brand						Lori and Fernando Martinez 
____ Legislative 					____ Safety
	Need chair						Dagmar Kidd
____ Scholarships					_____ Treasurers
Penny Laughlin					Lori Martinez and Dale Robinson
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